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♦•BOOI^M^OTICES.^ 



MOAB'S PATRIARCHAL STONE.* 



The inscriptions engraven on the rocks, stamped on clay tablets and written 
on ancient monuments, have corroborated many passages of the Scriptures, 
cleared up many doubtful expressions, and in many ways have advanced the 
better understanding of the Bible. No single inscription has done more 
to these ends than that found recorded upon the Moabite Stone, giving account of 
Mesha, King of Moab, and his relations with Israel. 

This monograph of Mr. King's is a full account of the discovery of this stone, 
and the unfortunate complications which resulted in its destruction by the Arabs. 
TuU credit is given to Dr. Klein for the discovery, and while entirely impartial in 
statement, it is clearly shown how M. Ganneau's misdirected zeal resulted in the 
shattering of this monument into fragments. 

An exposition taking up each word of the inscription is given, the historical 
points where it is in agreement with the Bible being indicated. The stone shows 
us that 900 years before Christ there were in use 22 alphabetic characters, thus 
refuting an objection, based on the idea that only 16 characters were known 
before 776 B. C, brought against the antiquity of certain parts of the Bible. 
These statements, the geographical references, and all the teachings of this relic 
of the past, confirm the Sacred History. One wishing to study the Moabite Stone 
will find this book helpful. 



EGYPT, PALESTINE AND PH<ENICIA.t 



It would seem as if the ground indicated by the above title had been so- 
thoroughly visited and so much had been written upon it, that the field was well 
nigh exhausted. However, we have here not a new book but a translation of the 
eighth edition of a French work first published in 1859. The fact that the book 
has so long held the attention of the public, and its translation into German, 
Swedish, Dutch, and Italian, shows that there is much of interest and value in 
it ; and upon perusal so we find. 

The author, M. Bovet, is Professor of Hebrew in the University at Neuchatel, 
and he gives an account of a journey undertaken in the year 1858. The narrative 
is vivacious and sprightly, and interest is kept up from first to last. M. Bovet had 
the great advantage of being thoroughly at home in the Old Testament Scriptures, 
and he was awake to everything which might explain or render vivid the sacred 
narratives ; there never appears any studied attempt to find these illustrations, but 
all available material is used in a most natural and effective manner. There is a 
freshness about the book that is charming, for the larger part consists of letters 
written from day to day during his journey, and the very aroma of the country is 
preserved, and its life acted out before the reader as on a stage. Disputed points 
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of archaeological and geographical interest are noticed, and upon these the author 
has well defined opinions. 

The work of the translator is excellent, and the vivacity of the French 
language has been well preserved in our more prosaic English. 



THE HITTITE EMPIRE. 



It is scarcely more than ten years since attention became directed in an 
especial manner to the people so often named in Old Testament history as 
Hittites. Students of the Bible have, of course, been familiar with the name ; 
while the decipherment of the inscriptions on Egyptian monuments and the read- 
ing of the papyri revealed the existence of a people in very ancient times, bearing 
the name of Kheta, against whom the most powerful and warlike of the Egyptian 
Pharaohs waged wars that were sometimes of doubtful issue. Very few remains 
of this people, however, had yet been discovered, and their history drew attention 
chiefly in its connection with that of other ancient races. The Hittites and the 
great empire founded by them have now come to the front as a people most 
interesting in themselves, and in their annals as a distinct nationality. In the 
opinion of Marriette Bey, the eminent Egyptologist, one dynasty, at least, of the 
Hyksos kings in Egypt was Hittite, while it may be that the Pharaoh of the story 
of Joseph was himself, also, of that people. Important discoveries resembling 
those in Egypt, touching the same interesting people, have been made in the 
decipherment of Assyrian and Babylonian inscriptions : all going to show that 
during many centuries, in very ancient times, a nation named Kbeta by the Egyp- 
tians, Khattai by the Assyrians, and Hittites by the Hebrews, had occupied Wes- 
tern Asia, powerful enough to contest the supremacy of those mighty empires 
which bore sway along the Euphrates and the Nile. 

Meanwhile biblical critics claimed to find difficulties in Old Testament allu- 
sions to the Hittites. As long ago as 1857, Prof. F. W. Newman, of Oxford, had 
pronounced the Scripture references to this people as "luihistorical;" as "not 
exhibiting the writer's acquaintance with the times in a very favorable light." 
Much more recently another writer, Bev. T. K. Cheyne, also of Oxford, has 
expressed similar views. 

The book here under review is, so far as we know, the first attempt to meet 
fully these and like critical objections, or to bring together in one view all that up 
to this time is known of the people under consideration. The author of the book, 
who has resided in the East during many years, and has travelled extensively 
over the region once embraced in the Hittite empire, was instrumental in secur- 
ing some of the most important of the Hittite inscriptions — those found upon 
blocks of stone in Hamah, or Hamath, in Syria— and has, in the study of these and 
other like records, reached important results. In this labor, as also in the prepara- 
tion of this present work, he has had the cooperation of the eminent scholars 
named in his title-page, together with access to works upon Egyptian and Assyrian 
archaeology most helpful to his purpose. The work so produced, bringing together 
as it does, from many sources, all that has been ascertained on the subject of the 



* The Empire op the Hittites. B7 William Wright, B. A., D. D. With Decipherments of 
Hittite Inscriptions by Prof. A. H. Sayce, LL. D.: a Hittite Map by Col. Sir Charles Wilson, 
F. K. S., and Capt. Oonder, B. E.; and a complete set of Hittite Inscriptions, revised by Mr. W. H. 
Bylands, F. S. A. New York: Scribner & Welford. Price $6.00. 



